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The International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (ICOMOS) proposed the idea of World 
Heritage Day in 1982, and it was approved by 
UNESCO's General Conference the following 
year. The first World Heritage Day was 
celebrated in 1983, and since then, it has become 
an important event for promoting awareness 
about cultural heritage. 
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The theme for World Heritage Day 

2023 is "Heritage Changes" 

 The theme for World Heritage Day 

2023 is focused on the crucial issue of 

climate action and its relation to cultural 

heritage. In the past, the theme has 

been based on various aspects of cultural 

heritage, such as "Shared Cultures, 

Shared Heritage, Shared Responsibility" 

in 2020, "Heritage for Generations" in 

2018, and "Cultural Heritage & 

Sustainable Tourism" in 2017. 
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History of Heritage 
Day 

The history of World 
Heritage Day can be 
traced back to 1982, when 
ICOMOS proposed April 
18 as the International 
Day for Monuments and 
Sites. This event was 
followed by UNESCO's 
adoption of Heritage Day 
during its 22nd General 
Conference in 1983. 

The ICOMOS 
organization was created 
based on the principles in 
the Venice Charter, also 
known as the 1964 
International Charter on 
the conservation and 
restoration of monuments 
and sites. Since then 
ICOMOS provides a 
different theme annually 
to celebrate World 
Heritage Day and educate 
the world about the same. 

 

                UNESCO World Heritage Site India 

UNESCO World Heritage Site State Year 

Dholavira Gujarat 2021 
Kakatiya Rudreshwara (Ramappa) Temple Telangana 2021 
The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an 

Outstanding Contribution to the Modern 
Movement 

Chandigarh 2016 

Victorian and Art Deco Ensemble of 
Mumbai 

Maharashtra 2018 

Historic City of Ahmedabad Gujarat 2017 
Jaipur City Rajasthan 2020 

Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara 
(Nalanda University) 

Bihar 2016 

Khangchendzonga National Park Sikkim 2016 
Great Himalayan National Park Himachal Pradesh 2014 

Rani-Ki-Van Gujarat 2014 
Hill Forts of Rajasthan Rajasthan 2013 

Western Ghats Various States 2012 
The Jantar Mantar Rajasthan 2010 
Red Fort Complex Delhi 2007 

Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park Gujarat 2004 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus Maharashtra 2004 
Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka Madhya Pradesh 2003 

Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya Bihar 2002 
Mountain Railways of India Tamil Nadu 1999 

Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi Delhi 1993 
Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi Delhi 1993 

Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi Madhya Pradesh 1989 
Nanda Devi National Park and Valley of 

Flowers 
Uttarakhand 1988, 

2005 
Elephanta Caves Maharashtra 1987 

Great Living Chola Temples Tamil Nadu 1987 
Group of Monuments at Pattadakal Karnataka 1987 

Churches and Convents of Goa Goa 1986 
Fatehpur Sikri Uttar Pradesh 1986 

Group of Monuments at Hampi Karnataka 1986 
Khajuraho Group of Monuments Madhya Pradesh 1986 

Kaziranga National Park Assam 1985 
Keoladeo Ghana National Park Rajasthan 1985 

Manas Wildlife Sanctuary Assam 1985 
Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram Tamil Nadu 1984 

Sun Temple, Konarak Orissa 1984 
Agra Fort Uttar Pradesh 1983 

Ajanta Caves Maharashtra 1983 
Ellora Caves Maharashtra 1983 

Taj Mahal Uttar Pradesh 1983 
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India 

 Agra Fort 
 Ajanta Caves 
 Ellora Caves 
 Taj Mahal 
 Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram 
 Sun Temple, Konârak 
 Kaziranga National Park 
 Keoladeo National Park 
 Manas Wildlife Sanctuary 
 Churches and Convents of Goa 
 Fatehpur Sikri 
 Group of Monuments at Hampi 
 Khajuraho Group of Monuments 
 Elephanta Caves 
 Great Living Chola Temples 13 

 Group of Monuments at Pattadakal 
 Sundarbans National Park 
 Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks 
 Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi 
 Humayun's Tomb, Delhi 
 Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi 
 Mountain Railways of India 
 Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya 
 Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka 
 Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park 
 Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) 
 Red Fort Complex 
 The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur 
 Western Ghats 
 Hill Forts of Rajasthan 
 Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area 
 Rani-ki-Vav (the Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat 
 Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara at Nalanda, Bihar 
 Khangchendzonga National Park 
 The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding Contribution to 

the Modern Movement * 

 Historic City of Ahmadabad 
 Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai 
 Jaipur City, Rajasthan 
 Dholavira: a Harappan City 
 Kakatiya Rudreshwara (Ramappa) Temple, Telangana 
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