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12TH HISTORY GLOSSARY 

Laissez faire 

Non-interference of the 
government in the economic 
affairs of individuals  and society 
/free trade 

   

Ameliorate To make better ,  

Indentured 
Labour 

A debt bondage worker on a 
contract 

  

Orientalist 
Someone from the west studying 
the language, culture and history 
of countries in eastern Asia 

  , 
,   

Anglicists 
An authority on or student of 
English languages and literature 

   
 

Proselytizing 
Attempting to convert someone 
from one religion, belief, or 
opinion to another 

   

Polytheism 
The belief in or worship of more 
than one god 

   

Vernacular 
Language commonly spoken by 
the people of a particular a region 
or a particular group 

  

Factionalism 

Difference of opinion or 
Disagreement between two 
groups within a political 
organization. 

  

Intelligentsia 
Highly educated or the 
intellectual elite of a society 

  /  

Annulment Invalidation, nullification , ,   

Swadeshi Made in one’s own country 
     

 

Boycott 
Refusal to take part in an activity 
or to buy a foreign product 

 

Triumvirate 
A group of three persons 
Dominating or holding control 

  

Seditious 
Inciting people to rebel against 
the authority of a state 

  /   

Punitive tax A tax intended as punishment   

Draconic Very harsh and severe  

Contingent 
A group of police or military 
personnel 
 

 /   
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Conspiracy 
A secret plan by a group of people 
to do something illegal 

  /  

Moderate Avoiding extremes   

Knighthood 
A person given a rank of honour 
by a British king or queen because 
of his or her special achievement 

 

Extremist 
A person who holds a radical 
view in politics or religion. 

 

Memorandum 
A petition that is presented to a 
person or committee on a 
particular issue 

 

Immigrant 
A person who arrives to take up 
permanent residence in a country 

 

Vindictiveness Desire for revenge   

Tyranny Crelty or oppression  /  

Dyarchy 
Government shared by two 
different  independent authorities 

sss  

Hierarchial 
Arranging, according to various 
criteria, into successive ranks or 
grades 

 /   

Humanism 
System of thought giving 
importance to human rather than 
divine. 

  

Monopoly 
An exclusive control over the 
trade or service through exclusive 
possession. 

  

Martial Warlike   

Hartal 
The act of closing shops or 
suspending work 

 

Ammunition Quantity of bullets and shells   

Fissiparous Causing division  

Communism 

A political and economic system 
in which there is no private 
ownership of property or 
industry and people of all social 
classes are treated equally. 

 
 

Bolshevik 

A member of the majority faction 
of the Russian communist party, 
which seized power in the 
October revolution of 1917. 
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Fundamental 
rights 

 
Civil liberties of the people.   

Great 
depression 

A deep and prolonged economic 
crisis. 

  

Radicalism 
Social or political movements that 
aim at fundamental change in the 
structure of society. 

   

Draconian Severe.  

Civil liberties 
Personal freedom which cannot 
be denied without due process of 
law. 

  

Communalism 
Socio-political grouping based on 
religious or ethnic affiliation. 

 

Nationalism 
The policy or doctrine of asserting 
the interests of one’s own nation. 

 /  

Divide and rule 
Breaking up larger centres of 
power into small groups. 

  

Revivalism 
A desire to revive a former 
customs or practice 

 

Communal 
Award 

A judgement based on religion   

Imperialism 
A policy of extending political or 
economic control by a powerful 
country over a weaker country. 

 

Jizya 
The poll tax formerly paid by 
religious groups other than 
Muslims in Islamic empires 

   
   

Shariat 
Islamic code of law based on 
Koran and the teachings of the 
prophet 

  
 

Dominion 
Status 

Autonomous units within a 
political system having equal 
status, in every aspect of the 
domestic or external affairs 

  

Axis powers 

The "axis powers" formally took 
the name after the tripartite pact 
was signed by Germany, Italy, 
and Japan. 

  

Prisoners of 
war 

Fighters captured by the forces of 
the enemy, during an armed 
conflict 
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Partition 
The process of dividing a country 
into two or more separate 
countries. 

 

Constitution 
Fundamental principles by which 
a state is governed. 

 

Anomalies 
A deviation from the common 
rule, type, arrangement, or form. 

 

Demographic Of human population   

Symbolic Serving as a symbol of something. ,  

Constituent 
Assembly 

Is a body of representatives that is 
elected to formulate or change 
their country’s constitution 

   

Autonomous Self-governing; independent.   

Objectives 
Resolution 

A resolution spelling out the   

Princely 
States 

Indian rulers and their states 
under British rule 

  

Privy purse Relating to language.  

Socialism 

A political and economic theory 
which advocates that the means 
of production, distribution and 
exchange should be owned by the 
community as a whole. 

  

Reconstruction 
The process of rebuilding or 
creating something again. 

 

Zamindari 
System 

A system of landholding and tax 
collection in British India. 

   
   

Tenancy 
Occupancy of land, a house, 
under a lease or on payment of 
rent 

 

Legislation 
The act of making or enacting 
laws. 

 

Land ceiling 
Quantum of land to be owned by 
an individual or a family under 
the prescribed law 

  

Public sector 
Economic fields under the control 
of state 

 

Literacy 
The quality or state of being 
literate, especially the ability to 
read and write. 

 

Scepticism 
Doubt about the truth of 
something, disbelief 

 ,  
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Irksome Irritating, teasing 
 , 

 

 

Antagonise Act in opposition to, counteract 
, 

 

Polish 
Relating to Poland or its people or 
its language 

 , 
 ,  

  

Heresy 
A belief that rejects the orthodox 
tenets of a religion 

  

Empiricism 

The doctrine that holds that the 
most reliable source of knowledge 
is from experience or 
experimentation 

  
  
 

Demarcation Dividing line ,   

Retaliate Revenge, avenge  ,  

Supercede Replace, take the place of 
  

,  

Lucrative 
Producing a sizeable profit, 
money spinning 

,  

Disavow Refuse to acknowledge 
 ,  

 

Confiscation Seizure of property  

Schism A division, split 
( ) , 

  

Reconciliation Restoring friendly relations ,  

Adherence 
Faithfully following a party or 
religion 

,  

Diocese 
The territorial jurisdiction of a 
bishop 

  

Catechism 
Religious instruction in question 
and answer form 

   

Recantation Withdrawal of an early assertion  

Inquisition Associated with church    

Turbulent Characterised by unrest, troubled ,  

Adventurous 
Willing to undertake any task 
involving risks 

  

Transatlantic Across the Atlantic ocean    

Puritans 

English protestants in the 16th and 
17th centuries who demanded the 
simplification of doctrine and 
worship 

16, 17   
  

   
 ; 
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Extirpate Destroy completely  ,  

Massacre Mass murder  

Byproduct 
A product made during the 
manufacture of something else / a 
secondary product 

  , 
  

Replica 
An exact copy or model of 
something 

 /  

Status quo The existing state of affair   

Bourgeoisie 

The middle class / the capitalist 
class who own  means of 
production and 
Possess most of society’s wealth 

/  
  

 
  

  

Turmoil Confusion, disorder, unrest ,  

Fraternity Brotherhood  

Foster Nurture, grow, bring up  

Exile Deport or expel from a country  ;   

Despotically In a harsh and oppressive manner 
, 
 

Tenement Dwelling, residence  

Abominably 
In an offensive and hateful 
manner 

  

Unbridled Not controlled  ,  

Unscrupulous Without principles 
, 

  

Physiocrat 
One who believes that the 
inherent natural order governing 
society is based on land? 

  
 

Denounce Reject, condemn  ,  

Utopia 
Ideally perfect state, an imaginary 
place considered to be perfect 

 

Dogma 
A belief especially political or 
religious one. 

,  
  

Envisage Predict or foresee  

Recourse Choice, alternative ,  

Antagonism Hostility ,  

Prophesy Prediction, forecast ,  

Suffrage Right to vote, franchise  

Intimidation Frightening, terrorising ,  

Insurrection Revolt, uprising ,  

Swarmed Moved in   

Plebiscite Referendum poll   
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Retaliate 
Make an attack in return for a 
similar attack 

  

Abdicate 
Resign from one’s office or step 
down from the throne; fail to fulfil 
responsibility 

,  
  

Brunt Full force of a blow or an attack   

Proliferation Rapid increase in the number ,   

Onslaught 
A sudden and severe onset of 
trouble 

   

Mercantilism 

The theory that trade generates 
wealth and a Government should 
encourage it by protecting
Domestic trade from foreign 
competition. 

 

Ammunition 
Any nuclear, chemical or 
biological material That can be 
used as a weapon of destruction 

  
 

Trawler A fishing boat   

Armistice 
A formal agreement to stop 
fighting for a particular time. 

   

Covenant Agreement by legal deed  

Serf 
A person who is tied to the land 
and to its holder, the land lord. 

 

Abominable Detestable, hateful  

Proletariat Working class   

Anarchism 

Belief in the abolition of state and 
organisation Of society on a 
voluntary, cooperative basis 
without recourse to force or 
compulsion 

   
  

  

Abdication 
A formal resignation and 
renunciation of power, stepping 
down 

  

Confiscation Seizure of property   

Cudgel 
A short, thick stick used as a 
weapon 

 

Jackboot 
A heavy military boot extending 
above the knee 

  
 

Lunatic A person who is mentally ill  

Annulling Abolishing, invalidating 
 

 ,  
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Reparation 

Payments made by a defeated 
nation after a war to pay for 
damages it caused to another 
nation 

    
   

  
  

Disarmament 
Reduction of military forces and 
weapons 

    
 

Breach Go against the treaty, violate   

Appeasement Conciliation  

Evacuation 
Removing a person or persons 
from a place. 

  

Embolden Give the courage to do something 
  , 

 

Concentration 
Camp 

A place where large numbers of 
people are kept as prisoners in 
extremely bad condition 

  

Vindictive Revengeful   

Belligerent One eager to fight; aggressive ,  

Unprecedented Never done, never known before 
,  

 

Quell Crush, suppress ,  

Indemnity 
Obligation of an individual or a 
nation to Bear the losses of 
another incurred in a war. 

    
  

Crew 
Staff who work on board a ship or 
aircraft 

 /    

Treacherously In a disloyal and faithless manner   

Manifestation Appearance or demonstration  

Languish 
To exist in an unpleasant 
condition 

,   

Dodge To trick to evade 
,   

. 

Persuade 
Convince someone to do 
something through reasoning or 
argument. 

   

Seizure Capture, takeover, annexation  ,  

Warmonger 
A person who advocates war or 
aggression towards other 
countries 

    
   

 

Enticement Attraction, temptation , ,  

Devastated Destroyed, ruined ,  

Shattered Exhausted, smashed 
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Catastrophic Disastrous, terrible, dreadful 
,  

 

Genocide 
Mass slaughter, indiscriminate 
killing 

 

Bombardment 
A continuous attack with bombs, 
shells or other missiles 

   

Espionage 
Surveillance; the practice of using 
spies for close observation of an 
enemy or enemy country. 

, , 
  

   
  

 

Brinkmanship 

The practice of trying to achieve 
an advantageous outcome by 
pushing a dangerous event to the 
brink of active conflict. 

   

Surrogate 
Substitute; represent on behalf of 
others 

,  

Insurgency 
Violent struggle of a group of 
people who refuse to accept their 
government’s power 

,   
 

Chaos Complete disorder and confusion ,   

Detonate Explode  

Tripartite 
Involving three parties or 
consisting of three parts 

 

Ploy 
Tactic or trick, action intended for 
turning a situation to one’s own 
Advantage 

,  
   

 

Demographer 
A person who engages in 
population studies. 

  

Reconciliation 
The process of making two 
opposite sides agree 

  

Earmark Keep for a particular purpose 
  

 

Hegemony Dominance, supremacy  
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