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QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 

Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions: 

 All questions are to be attempted. 

 The number of marks carried by a question / part is indicated against it. 

 Answers must be written in TAMIL (Tamil Script) unless otherwise directed in the 

question. 

 Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to and if answered in much 

longer or shorter than the prescribed length, marks may be deducted. 

 Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be 

clearly struck off. 
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Archaeological excavation refers to systematically digging a site to recover material 
evidence for exploring and interpreting life-styles of various societies of the past. 

Archaeological excavations at the early historic sites are the source of evidence of the 
activities of the Sangam Age people. Excavations at Arikkamedu, Azhagankulam, Uraiyur, 
Kanchipuram, Kaveripoompattinam, Korkai, Vasavasamudram, Keezhadi, Kodumanal in Tamil 
Nadu, and Pattanam in Kerala provide the evidence we have of this period. 

Arikkamedu, near Puducherry, is a Sangam Age port, excavated by the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI). British archaeologist, Robert Eric Mortimer Wheeler, French Archaeologist, 
J.M. Casal, and Indian archaeologists, A. Ghosh and Krishna Deva. excavated this site. They found 
evidence of a planned town, warehouse, streets, tanks and ring wells. 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is a Central government agency that manages 
archaeological sites and monuments in India. The Government of Tamil Nadu has its own 
department for archaeology called the Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology. The Indian 
Treasure Trove Act (1878), the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act (1972), the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (1958) are legislations related to the preservation of 
archaeological remains in India. 
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