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QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 

Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions: 

 All questions are to be attempted. 

 The number of marks carried by a question / part is indicated against it. 

 Answers must be written in TAMIL (Tamil Script) unless otherwise directed in the 

question. 

 Word limit in questions, wherever specified, should be adhered to and if answered in much 

longer or shorter than the prescribed length, marks may be deducted. 

 Any page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be 

clearly struck off. 
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Under the Pallavas, kinship was held to be of divine origin and was 
hereditary. The king took high-sounding titles, some of which, such as 
maharajadhiraja, were borrowed from north Indian traditions. The king was 
assisted by a group of ministers, and in the later Pallava period this ministerial 
council played a prominent role in state policy. Some of the ministers bore semi-
royal titles and might have been appointed from among the feudatories. 

Distinctions are made between amatyas and mantrins. While a mantri is 
generally understood to be a diplomat, amatya is a counsellor. Mantri Mandala was 
a council of ministers. Rahasyadhikrita was a private secretary of the king. 
Manikkappandaram-Kappan was an officer in charge of the treasury (Manikka - 
valuables Pandaram - treasury; Kappan - keeper). Kodukkappillai was the officer of 
gifts. They were central officers under the Pallava king. Kosa-adhyaksa was the 
supervisor of the Manikkappandaram-kappan. Judicial courts were called 
Adhikarna Mandapa and judges called Dharmadhikarins. Fines are mentioned in 
the Kasakudi plates of Nandivarman Pallava as Karanadandam (fine in 
superior/higher court) and Adhikaranadandam (fine in district level). 

The governor of a province was advised and assisted by officers in charge of 
districts who worked in close association with local autonomous institutions, largely 
in an advisory capacity. They were built on local relationships of caste, guilds, 
craftsmen and artisans (such as weavers and oilmongers), students, ascetics and 
priests. There were assemblies of villagers and also representatives of districts. 
General body meetings of the assembly were held annually, and meetings of smaller 
groups were responsible for implementing policy. 
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